
New York Reforming the Energy Vision Public Hearing  
How To Prepare My Testimony 

As you prepare for the Reforming the Energy Vision Hearing, here are a few important tips: 
❖ Use your comments to add the human face to climate disruption  

!
❖ Express your personal concerns about how climate disruption is threatening the places 

you care about in your community or the health risks to you and your family/ friends from 
fossil-fuel 

▪ Have you been personally affected by the effects of climate disruption? 
▪ Is a place you love in your community threatened by climate disruption? 
▪ Do you live near a fossil fuel power plant that emits a lot of pollution? 
  Or in a city with bad air quality? 
▪ Do you or a loved-one suffer from asthma attacks? 
• Do you work in or know anyone that is employed in the renewable energy 
industry? 

❖ You can bring photos or other visuals to the podium to help you tell your story.  Some 
examples of great visuals from past hearings include: 

● Pictures of a place threatened by climate pollution 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sierra Club has sample talking points on what would help make REV a transformational process. 
Pick one or two facts to frame your personal comments.  Don’t worry about highly technical 
information and we suggest, bring a hard-copy of your comments to read from. 

!

!
THE MAIN POINTS 

1. New York must move to all renewables right now. Climate change is real! 
2. New York must set and meet ambitious goals for greenhouse gas reduction;  we 

need enforceable targets for conservation and clean energy: 
a. distributed solar,  
b. wind, including large scale wind, onshore and offshore  
c. geothermal heating for heating and cooling all homes and  
d. small hydro where appropriate.  
e. (Natural gas or methane is not a renewable and should not be 

supported.) 
3. New York must ensure that the renewable energy system is democratic, 

shared and affordable.   
4. The transformation to renewable energy is the pathway to good New York 

jobs. 



More Details on TALKING POINTS FOR 
Reforming the Energy Vision Hearings 

!
The Public Service Commission (PSC) will be accepting testimony concerning the Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) 
plan in Buffalo on Thursday, January 29, 2015 at the downtown Erie County Public Library. Information sessions at 
2:00 and 6:00; public speaking sessions at 3:00 and 7:00.  A rally will be held in Lafayette Square at 6:30.  We are 
encouraging our members to attend the sessions and make oral comments.   !
New York’s Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) coupled with the Clean Energy Fund has the 
potential to set the framework and successful long-term programs for a renewable energy and 
energy efficiency transition.  Moving to renewable energy and saving energy will combat climate 
disruption, cleaning up harmful pollution and making New York a national renewable energy 
leader.  Governor Cuomo must go farther to protect our families from the threat of worsening 
climate disruption.   While many aspects of REV and the Clean Energy Fund are promising –
they must go further to increase renewable energy at the scale necessary by committing to long 
term programs, funding and targets that ensure New York realizes the full benefit of a 21st 
century utility system powered by clean and renewable energy. !
REV must include mandates for enforceable interim steps and targets that will meet the state’s 
existing goal of reducing carbon pollution 80% by 2050 and to address EPA’s clean power plan, 
which is likely to require greater reliance on renewable energy !

1. New York must turn away from dirty and dangerous energy and double down on 
our investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency now.  REV must include a 
commitment to extending the state’s renewable energy target.   !
THE GOAL:   50% of New York’s electric energy comes from renewable energy sources 
by 2025 and set targets and benchmarks to reduce electric use statewide 20% by 2025.  !

2. Utility companies should also be held accountable to enforceable renewable energy and 
energy efficiency targets and failure to meet targets should include penalty payments to 
invest directly in renewable energy.    !

3. REV should address New York’s plan for a large-scale renewable energy program 
like wind power.   Large-scale renewables will ensure New York meets our renewable 
energy targets, address climate pollution and diversity energy sources while creating 
thousands of good-paying jobs. !

4. The definition of “clean energy” sources should not include methane gas or nuclear. 
The reduction of greenhouse gases must include all greenhouse gases including methane, 
black soot, and other gases.  !

5. Electricity is only one segment of greenhouse gas emissions and more greenhouse gases 
in NY come from heating buildings than making electricity.  New York needs to 
strongly support geothermal (ground source heat pumps) to heat and cool buildings 



without fossil fuels.  New York needs to initiate an aggressive program and rebates, tax 
credits, a sales tax exemption and easy financing as there is for solar.   !

6. The REV process should prioritize genuine public participation and transparency.  
Ratepayers must have an active role in determining their energy future as New York 
establishes a new framework.  !

7. Government support and subsidies for renewable energy and conservation should not be 
phased out unless or until the REV’s proposed market approach proves that it can meet 
the state climate goals and that it can support New Yorkers fairly.  !

8. The development of REV is the opportunity to keep New York dollars in the state by 
providing our own energy; the renewable energy revolution is a Job’s Bill, will support 
manufacturing, and installation; it should be supported as such.  !

9. REV should take into special consideration environmental justice/frontline 
communities.  Access to energy efficiency retrofits and energy saving technologies as 
well as pathways to clean energy ownership must be open to all New Yorkers and not 
exclude low income people, people of color women and other oppressed groups..   !

10.REV should include community–owned and shared renewable development to ensure 
good, local jobs, and investments that keep energy dollars in our own communities, and 
gain collective control over energy choices. !

11. Add personal points important to your local energy work/priorities. !


