
  

What Can I do About Climate Change? 
1. BE INFORMED.  There is a lot of material available on line but if you are just starting, you might 

look at the following: 

http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/11/fracking-by-the-numbers-report_n_4037295.html 

http://www.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/susenergy2030.html 

http://www.sciencefriday.com/segment/10/02/2009/lester-brown-plan-b-4-0.html 

Sierra Club Niagara Group Website:  niagarasierraclub.com 

2. JOIN A GROUP that is working on some aspect of climate change -- whether renewable energy, or 
stopping fracking or nuclear.  Individuals can help, but it is going to take collective political action to 
transition off fossil fuels and onto renewable sources.   The Western New York Environmental Alliance 
is an organization of many different groups in WNY <www.growwny.org>.  Here are few groups in 
WNY specifically working on climate:   

Sierra Club Niagara Group, http://niagarasierraclub.com/ 

WNY Drilling Defense, https://www.facebook.com/WNYDrillingDefense 

League of Women Voters, Climate Smart Communities http://www.lwvbn.org/, and 
www.dec.ny.gov/energy/50845.html> 

PUSH Buffalo Energy Democracy < http://www.pushgreenwny.org/what-is-energy-democracy 

3.ADVOCATE:  CALL OFFICIALS, SIGN PETITIONS, JOIN DEMONSTRATIONS 

Keep track of local and statewide events through your membership in groups concerned with climate 
change!!!  There are often calls for action on specific issues.   

Check out local issues such as the proposed Fracking Ban in Amherst and get involved directly 
in your community efforts to be more climate smart.  

Let Governor Cuomo know we need a Wind Initiative similar to NY Sun Initiative. We need on-shore 
wind in Western New York to move us off of fossil fuels and off-shore wind off Long Island.    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4. BUY RENEWABLE ENERGY TODAY:   Get Clean Energy by signing up to buy electricity from 
renewable sources (wind, water, sun) through your regular energy supplier.  Go on line to review 
options (www.nationalgrid.com) and click on Energy Efficiency Services.  When calling a supplier, 
have your energy bill handy.   

Phone numbers for individual suppliers: 
*Energy Coop of America – 100% renewable 716 932 7337 
*Ethical Energy: Offers 100% wind. 1-888-763-7659 
*NewWind Energy: offers wind and small hydro options. 1-866-WIND-123 
*Green Mountain Energy: Offers 10% wind, 90% small hydro.  1-800-810-7300. 
*EnviroGen: Offers 100% small hydro.  1-888-828-8358. 
*Sterling Green from Sterling Planet: Wind and small hydro choices. 1-877-457-2306.  

PUT SOLAR ON YOUR ROOF!!!   
NYSERDA Incentive Program for Residential Solar and Wind Power: http://ny-sun.ny.gov/ OR check 
out local installers such as Solar Liberty, CIR Electric, Frey Electric, TM Montante, Niagara Solar and 
Wind! 

5. DISINVEST IN FOSSIL FUELS  < http://gofossilfree.org/> 
Join the 350.org campaign to have colleges, universities, churches, and pension funds take their 
investment out of fossil fuels and nuclear and put those funds to work saving the planet.  Contact 
your schools.  Also check your own investment and pension portfolio.  Are you contributing to global 
warming?    For information on how to disinvest in your personal portfolio, check out <http://
gofossilfree.org/mymoney/>. 

6. HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT AND REVIEW   
Get in touch with PUSH Green, a local neighborhood advocacy group, who will connect you with a 
certified Building Analyst to find out where your home is losing energy, how to make it more 
efficient, and how you can pay for conservation and renewables through special programs and 
incentives.  http://www.pushgreenwny.org/how-it-works   

7. TRAVEL SMART by driving a little as possible, having a very fuel efficient car, or using 
alternatives. Carpooling, as well as bike route and bus info in Erie and Niagara Counties: 
www.goodgoingwny.com 

Carpooling Long Distance:  http://www.nuride.com 
Bus, Rail and Park-and-Ride Lot Information: http://www.nfta.com 
Go Bike Buffalo – Lots of bike-related info: http://gobikebuffalo.org/ 
Buffalo Car Share: http://www.buffalocarshare.org 

Where to go to compare fuel economies for new or used vehicles:  www.fueleconomy.gov  and 
www.greenhybrid.com 

8. THINKING ABOUT FOOD  The general rule: Local is best, organic is second, for all the rest, 
check their record: www.climatecounts.org. 

9. PLANT NATIVE PLANTS which are the foundation of the food chain in our region. Plants, 
insects, birds and all life will be stressed by climate change -- give them the best chance possible by 
planting their native food and shelter. http://www.bringingnaturehome.net/ 
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