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Make recycling a priority this holiday season
The holiday season is a time to gather with friends and family. It’s a time for presents, a time for feasts. It’s also the

season for a huge increase in trash collections.

Here are some recycling reminders to use this holiday season.

Most packaging and wrapping from your gifts are recyclable.

Recyclable items include boxes from electronics, toys, shoes and shirts, wrapping paper, paper tubes, gift/shopping

bags made of paper (take the plastic bags to the supermarket recycle bins), tissue paper, greeting cards and

envelopes — even photo cards.

And don’t forget the holiday advertising from newspapers, magazines and catalogs — they can also go into the green

top tote.

Many food containers can also be recycled: plastics, including many plastic cups and plastic carry trays, glass food

and beverage containers, steel cans, popcorn and cookie tins, and aluminum cans and pie plates. Even the pizza box

can be recycled, but don’t forget to remove the wax paper liner.

The common holiday packaging that cannot be recycled includes Styrofoam or packing peanuts, as well as plastic

overwraps, bubble pack, ribbons and bows. The town’s curbside recycling program does not accept any electronics —

including your string lighting. The town does accept electronics for recycling at the Highway Department, 1042 N.

Forest Road, Amherst.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency shows that there is a cost savings of at least 20 percent for removal of the

recyclables compared to combined trash. If you are not participating in the town’s recycling program, now is a good

time to start. Not only is it good for the environment, but it is also a cost savings to the town.

John Szalasny 

Teakwood Terrace 

Williamsville
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