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Going Green – September 2015

Remember the 4 R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Repair

Do you sometimes read an article about ecology and ‘saving the environment’ and

wonder what some of the words mean? This list may help to clear up the definitions of
some of the terms that are becoming popular as well. In the world of carbon footprint
reduction we need a better understanding of what people are talking about these days.

BIODIVERSITY - The range of living things in one area and how they are part of the
ecosystem.

BIODEGRADABLE - Breaking down of materials with help from microorganisms.

CARBON FOOTPRINT - The measure of greenhouse gas emitted by certain actions of
humans or industries.

CARBON TAX - A proposed tax charge on carbon dioxide emissions because of

burning fossil fuels.

CARBON DIOXIDE - Greenhouse gas increasing global warming. Also known as CO2

- chemical abbreviation.

CLIMATE CHANGE - Rapid change in global climate because of human activities.

COMPOST - Breaking down of materials into dirt.

CFL - Replacement for traditional light-bulbs. Compact Fluorescent Lamp

ECOSYSTEM - A self-sufficient environment formed by biological and physical
characteristics existing together and in one place.

EMISSION - Gases or exhausts produced by human activity.

ENERGY VAMPIRES - Refers to electric appliances that continue to use energy after
they are supposedly turned off.

FOSSIL FUELS - Deposits such as natural gas, coal and oil which has taken years to
develop naturally from the environment.
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