Another Voice: Geothermal tax credit would help protect jobs across New York - Opinion - The Buﬀalo News

Buffalo.com (http://www.buffalo.com/)
Cars (http://cars.buffalonews.com/)

Weekly Ads (http://shopping.buffalonews.com/)

9/9/16, 11:42 AM

Jobs (http://jobs.buffalonews.com/)

Real Estate (http://realestate.buffalonews.com/)

Rentals (http://realestate.buffalonews.com/rentals)
Bflo Magazine (http://bflomagazine.com/)

Classifieds (/classifieds)

Pets (http://www.gadzoo.com/buffalonews/pets.aspx)

Brides (http://brides.buffalonews.com/)

Contests (http://corp.buffalonews.com/us/community/contests/)

Community (http://www.buffalonews.com/community)

Login (https://www.syncaccess.net/bh/bn/Account/Logon?returnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buffalonews.com%2Fopinion%2Fanother-voice%2Fanothervoice-geothermal-tax-credit-would-help-protect-jobs-across-new-york-20160822&cancelUrl=http://www.buffalonews.com)
Activate (https://services.buffalonews.com/cgi/cgiip.wsc/custservice/web/registration.html)
Thursday, September 8, 2016

City & Region (/city-region)

OPINION
(/SECTION/OPINION)
Sports (/sports)

Gusto (http://www.buffalo.com)
(/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage)

Business (/business)

Opinion (/opinion)

Life & Arts (/life-arts)
SEARCH

Deaths (http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/buffalonews/)

Opinion (/section/OPINION)

Another Voice: Geothermal tax credit would help protect jobs
across New York
on August 22, 2016 - 12:01 AM

Recommend 24

Share

2

Share

21

Tweet
StumbleUpon

apps/pbcs.dll/article?
=BN&date=20160822&category=OPINION&lopenr=160829937&Ref=AR&profile=1117&template=printart)

ADVERTISEMENT

By Bill Nowak
More than 1,000 New York jobs are at risk in the clean energy
sector, and a solution overwhelmingly supported by the State
Legislature is at hand. Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s signature is all
that’s needed to avert this disaster.
Geothermal heating and cooling has been a growing industry in
our state. It offers us a key to beat back climate change.
Geothermal heat pumps (GHPs) cleanly and efficiently heat and
cool our homes and offices without fossil fuels, using the constant
temperature underground as a heat source in winter and a heat
sink in summer.
In Western New York, Natale Builders has been a GHP leader,
building entire subdivisions that are heated and cooled
geothermally. Other local examples include the Lockport
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Housing Authority, Horsefeathers on Connecticut Street and the
new Siano building at Grant and Potomac.
So why are jobs at risk? In December, the 30 percent federal tax
credit supporting both solar and geothermal projects was
renewed through 2022 for solar, but not geothermal. Rep. Tom
Reed, R-Corning, is sponsoring HR-5167 to correct that error, but
despite bipartisan support, including co-sponsorship from Rep.
Brian Higgins, D-Buffalo, and three other New York
representatives, the success of this bill is in doubt, given
congressional gridlock.
The result? Natale Builders has stopped using GHPs as the
default system for its new homes. Other projects are falling off
rapidly and layoffs have begun. The livelihoods of more than
1,000 New Yorkers are at risk.
In June, the State Legislature stepped into this void and passed a
25 percent tax credit, capped at $5,000, for residential GHP
installations. The bill was sponsored by Assemblyman Sean
Ryan, D-Buffalo, and Sen. Robert Ortt, R-North Tonawanda. The
combined vote in both houses was 201 to 1. In recent years,
Republican governors in Iowa and South Carolina have signed
similar legislation.
Cuomo has taken significant steps to create and protect energy
jobs in New York. The state is spending $750 million for the
SolarCity plant, with the promise of 5,000 jobs across the state.
That is a crucial investment, because we need to replace fossil
fuels in our electricity mix.
Although more controversial, the recent nuclear bailout protects a reported 2,350 jobs at a cost
of $7.6 billion.
My organization, NY-GEO, estimates the tax credit will protect 1,000 jobs at a yearly cost of $3
million, which will be offset by payroll taxes and the spinoff taxes generated by geo
installations as excavators are hired, parts are bought and projects are completed.
NY-GEO urges all who care about the climate to contact the governor and ask him to sign bill
A9925, the geothermal tax credit.
Bill Nowak is executive director of New York Geothermal Energy Organization of Buffalo.
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ISpinYouDance • 18 days ago

This is a green technology that works and makes technical sense, unlike the wind
boondoggle.
What isn't mentioned is a geo heat pump typically makes your hot water for free in
the summer and cheaper than gas in the winter. Rooftop solar can be installed at the
same location, running the a/c for free on a hot sunny day.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Skeptical Inquirer > ISpinYouDance • 18 days ago

I don't think that many people would enjoy a 55 degree shower, and there are
no free lunches.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
HapKlein • 18 days ago

This is another splendid development that will help bridge the gap as we move from
Fossil to Renewable energy.
We still face a 30% to 40% gap as we phase out coal and gas over the next forty years
and Geothermal is the next best option until the storage methods are developed.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Sabredance • 18 days ago

I live in CT and installed a geothermal system in my house two years ago. I live in a
rural area so we used to heat with oil. For the last two winters (including the brutal
one two winters ago) my heating bill was ZERO. There was a small increase in my
electric bill during the winter as the system works on a heat pump. In the summer,
instead of moving heat from my 80 degree house to the 90 degree outside air, the
geothermal system moves heat from my 80 degree house to the 55 degree ground.
Obviously it takes much less energy with the later. As a result, my house is a lot cooler
than it used to be and my electric bill in the summer went DOWN even though I'm
using more air conditioning. I was able to take advantage of the tax credit but tax
credit or not, these systems really do pay for themselves.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Gerald Frys > Sabredance • 18 days ago

I wasn't able to get geothermal installed at my home, but installed a 95%
efficient gas furnace last year. The savings are more than I expected. We're all
headed towards zero energy usage in all homes in the coming years. Getting
solar panels would supply all my electrical needs, including a/c.
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