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Turbines of the new Burbo Bank offshore wind farm appear in Liverpool, England. (photo: Christopher
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Top 5 Green Energy Good News Stories Today
By Juan Cole, Informed Comment

03 July 16

FOCUS: Civil War Has Broken Out Inside
The Democratic Party.
Heather Cox Richardson, Michael Cohen and
Jean Hannah Edelstein, Guardian UK
25 June 2017

olar power is poised to grow 6-fold by 2030 and could constitute between 9% and 13% of world
electricity production by then. Price per kilowatt hour for solar is plummeting, so that it is on the verge of
being the cheapest form of energy, outstripping coal in that regard.
In fact, the United Arab Emirates has just accepted a bid from Masdar to build a solar electricity
generating farm for 2.99¢/kWh. Coal is typically 5 cents a kilowatt hour, and this is less. Coal, game over.
China now plans to get between 1/4 and 1/3 of it electricity from wind turbines by 2030. Although
2030 sounds far away, it is as near to us as 2002– the year that Nelly complained ‘It’s getting hot in her’
[that’s not a typo) and Pink wanted to ‘Get this Party Started,’ and Condi Rice warned on Iraq that we
didn’t want the smoking gun on its alleged WMD to be a mushroom cloud. China currently gets 70% of its
electricity from coal, which is very, very bad for the earth and for our children and grandchildren. But this
goal shows the PolitBuro is extremely serious about abandoning coal. Last year China reached 145
gigawatts of wind energy capacity. Coal is dead man walking.
The world’s largest wind turbine is being built for an offshore facility in Europe. This single tower
can provide electricity to 10,000 homes.

Latest Russian Hacking Bombshell:
Damning Revelations About GOP, Trump
Bob Dreyfuss, Rolling Stone
25 June 2017

FOCUS: Trump, Nixon, And How A
Presidency Ends
Frank Rich, New York Magazine
27 June 2017

Solar is now the fastest-growing new energy business in India. India now has 7.5 gigawatts of solar
power and put in 2.2 gigawatts so far just this year. The World Bank is lending India $1 bn. for solar
projects.
The Russia Scandal Was Desperately
Missing A Biker Gang Subplot. Well, Here
It Is.
Charles Pierce, Esquire
26 June 2017
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Comments

We are going to return to our original fully-moderated format in the comments section.
The abusive complaints in the comment sections are just too far out of control at this point and have
become a significant burden on our staff. As a result, our moderators will review all comments prior to
publication. Comments will no longer go live immediately. Please be patient and check back.
To improve your chances of seeing your comment published, avoid confrontational or antagonistic
methods of communication. Really that is the problem we are confronting.
We encourage all views. We discourage ad hominem disparagement.
Marc Ash
Founder, Reader Supported News

Making America Scared Again Won't
Make Us Safer
Sally Yates, The Washington Post
25 June 2017

+10
# RMDC 2016-07-03 19:13
Yes, this is all good news. We knew the price of renewable energy would eventually drop below
the price of fossil fuel. Things will get better as the volume of solar and wind generators increases.
There will come a tipping point at which the switch to renewables will be dramatic and swift.
We can't count on people to do the right thing but we can count on them to make economic
decisions.
I personally am much happier to read about this sort of progress than about the scary stories of the
cataclysmic global climate changes, like the recent pink snow or the ocean sea level rise of 3
meters. Those stories are just designed to scare people. They are the same thing as the global
terrorism stories.
What is really important is to get off fossil fuel. IT is happening and the more we publicize it, the
more complete it will be.
We will live with the effects of over use of fossil fuel for another century. Nothing can be done
about that.
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# Questions, questions 2016-07-04 11:51
[quote name="RMDC"]
"I personally am much happier to read about this sort of progress than about the scary stories of
the cataclysmic global climate changes, like the recent pink snow or the ocean sea level rise of
3 meters. Those stories are just designed to scare people. They are the same thing as the global
terrorism stories."

Al Franken Had To Explain The Scientific
Method To Rick Perry
Manola Secaira, Grist
26 June 2017

Midsummer Party, The Norwegian Way
Garrison Keillor, The Washington Post and Press
Herald
27 June 2017

FOCUS: Nancy Pelosi Is Not The Problem
Scott Galindez, Reader Supported News
26 June 2017

Yes, good news, and I would agree that positive stories are better overall than fearful ones - but
I would still argue that we need both a carrot (economic benefits) AND a stick (fear of climate
consequences) to get to a sustainable energy future, especially in the US.
There's the basic, though perhaps not obvious, point that we don't have (and have never had) an
actual free market in energy production and distribution in this country. And while in other
parts of the world it will likely become blazingly obvious that renewables are cheaper than
fossil fuels (and don't forget nuclear), the US is plagued by economic and political rigging of
the system that seems to confuse a whole lot of people.

Trump's Red Line
Seymour M. Hersh, Die Welt
28 June 2017

And then there's the fact that more people respond to fear (witness the otherwise inexplicable
rise of Trump) - and in the case of climate, there is well-grounded reasons to be VERY fearful
of the likely consequences of present trends in carbon emissions.
The renewables trends are good, but need to be much faster if we are to avoid catastrophe. And
if that acceleration requires putting the fear of God/nature in some people, so be it.
+1
# Thinking allowed 2016-07-04 15:29
Don't miss Josh Fox's new documentary http://www.howtoletgomovie.com/index.html
about climate. He did Gasland. It may be on HBO again. He is going on a tour with it to different
cities, but the new dates haven't posted yet. It's 2 hours long and shows people around the world
already impacted by climate change. All deniers should see this; it's devastating.
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THE NEW STREAMLINED RSN LOGIN PROCESS: Register once, then login and you
are ready to comment. All you need is a Username and a Password of your choosing and
you are free to comment whenever you like! Welcome to the Reader Supported News
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