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Florida voters to decide utilitybacked solar energy amendment
STATE & REGIONAL GOVT & POLITICS
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By Susan Salisbury - Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
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Judging by the more than $21 million in contributions made to persuade
Floridians to approve Amendment 1, the “solar energy” amendment on the
Nov. 8 ballot, there’s a lot at stake.

2016 Best Banks
CD/Saving

The amendment, which is primarily bankrolled by Florida’s investor-owned
utility companies, would preserve the status quo by placing Florida’s existing
laws on solar energy into the state constitution, including the right of residents
to own or lease solar energy panels and other equipment and the role of
government to regulate. It also sets in the constitution the power of the state
and local governments to ensure that the public is not required to subsidize the
costs of backup power and electric grid access for those who install solar
equipment.
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What’s wrong with that? Plenty, says the League of Women Voters of Florida,
which is urging voters to vote No on Amendment 1.
“Amendment 1 is a sham designed by the utilities to turn out the lights on solar
in Florida,” said Pamela Goodman, the league’s president. “Florida utilities
have raised a staggering $21 million to place this ‘citizen’ amendment on the
ballot. With Amendment 4 we saw the enthusiasm Florida voters have for good
solar policy, and we urge voters to get the facts and not be fooled by this utilityfunded attempt to put their boot on the neck of solar.”
In August, Florida voters approved Amendment 4, which protects property
owners who install solar panels from tax increases.
http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/florida-voters-to-decide-utility-backed-solar-ener/nskcd/
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The league also says Amendment 1 is misleading because it promises rights
and protections that already exist. Even the name of the group backing the
amendment — Consumers for Smart Solar — is deceptive, the league and
other opponents say.
But Sarah Bascom, spokesperson for Consumers for Smart Solar, said, “A
plain read of Amendment 1 and an exhaustive independent review of it by the
state policy and economic experts proves that our opponents’ statements
about Amendment 1 are false.

Popular
1

Trump's former butler denies
groping claims against candidate
2

Swank Farm steps up barn-chic
dinner series in Loxahatchee Groves
3

“Amendment 1 simply does three things,” Bascom said. “It ensures consumers’
rights to generate their own solar electricity. It protects consumers from scams
and ripoffs like what’s happened in Arizona.” Thirdly, she said, it promotes
fairness by allowing government to protect those who don’t choose solar from
having to subsidize out-of-state solar operators.
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She said it does not preclude any approach to solar energy.
“Amendment 1 does not block ownership of solar. It does not make solar more
expensive and it certainly does not discourage people from installing solar.
These are outright lies to pull the wool over your eyes for their own benefit,”
Bascom said.
Floridians for Solar Choice, a group opposing the amendment, includes the
solar energy industry. It has raised a little more than $2 million, about 10
percent of what the utility-backed group has raised.
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Tory Perfetti, chairman, Floridians for Solar Choice, said, “Amendment 1 is a
cleverly designed attempt to maintain monopoly control over Florida’s energy
industry. This amendment is an attempt to manipulate people into falsely
believing it is currently illegal to buy or lease solar. It is deplorable that
Amendment 1 proponents seek to enshrine Florida’s current, non-competitive,
anti-free market solar policy into the state’s constitution.”

http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/florida-voters-to-decide-utility-backed-solar-ener/nskcd/
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In late 2014, Floridians for Solar Choice launched an effort to deregulate the
solar market with a proposal that would allow third-party power providers to sell
solar excess power generated from their rooftops to nearby neighbors or
businesses. The initiative failed when the group could not obtain enough
petition signatures to get its proposal on the November ballot.
Floridians for Solar Choice now plans to try to get a measure on the 2018
ballot that would allow businesses to generate and sell up to two megawatts of
solar power to nearby property owners.
Florida Power & Light Co., spokeswoman Alys Daly said, “Amendment 1 was
proposed in response to a former ballot initiative that would have removed all
regulation and consumer protection from the solar industry.”
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ALSO INSIDE
Two other amendments on the ballot
ON THE BALLOT
AMENDMENT 1: Rights of Electricity Regarding Solar Energy Choice
What the ballot says: This amendment establishes a right under Florida’s
constitution for consumers to own or lease solar equipment installed on their
property to generate electricity for their own use. State and local governments
shall retain their abilities to protect consumer rights and public health, safey
and welfare, and to ensure that consumers who do not choose to install solar
are not required to subsidize the costs of backup power and electric grid
access to those who do.
What it means: It would place existing solar energy laws into the constitution
and preserve the status quo.
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Next Up in News
Here are the controversial things Donald Trump has said
by Cox Media Group National Content Desk

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is known for speaking his mind, even
when it gets him in trouble.

Police: Man stabs gas station worker over 'bad' chicken
by WHBQ

A man is in jail after police say he stabbed a clerk he said sold him bad chicken. Officers
responded to the call around 11: 15 p.

FAU student pleads to vehicular homicide in 2013 Boca crash
by Hannah Winston, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

A man whom Boca Raton police say was a student at Florida Atlantic University when he hit and
killed a 41-year-old bicyclist while drunk in August...

Newspaper's debate party to feature 'therapy kittens'
by Joy Johnston, Cox Media Group National Content Desk

A newspaper in Maine has found the perfect stress-busters for those watching the third
presidential debate.

Palm Springs police: Man attacks another man with car,
injuries others
by Hannah Winston, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

A 24-year-old man was arrested late Friday after village police say he used a car to
attack another man at a gas station in August.
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