
Basil Seggos
Commissioner NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233-1010

Re: National Fuel Gas-Northern Access 2016 , FERC - Docket # CP15-115

Request: Deny the DEC 401 Water Quality Permit/Stop Northern Access 2016

Dear Commissioner Seggos,

I am writing to ask that you protect the citizens of New York State. Fossil fuel companies such as 
National Fuel are paying lobbyists and sending their own high-ranking personnel to put pressure on 
government officials to approve their pipeline projects. They are presenting information based solely on 
the interest of the corporation. These lobbyists do not speak for the people that you are representing. 
There is an overwhelming voice of the citizens against this project. 

• There is concern over the health effects and noise pollution of the proposed compressor station 
in Pendleton, NY and the proposed compressor station expansion in Elma, NY. 

• There is the constant risk of explosions at any point along the pipeline route. 

• The damage to forests, property and waterways will be significant and create permanent 
destruction of water quality and viable wildlife habitat.

• There is concern over the dangers to the Niagara River the source of drinking water for millions 
as National Fuel proposes to build a dehydration facility half a mile from the river and a mile 
from leaching Love Canal. The gas would then be sent through aging pipeline under the 
Niagara River for export to Canada.

National Fuel has an unfair advantage over citizens in other ways as well.

• National Fuel's agents have bullied people into signing over their property rights with threats 
that they will take it by eminent domain if the homeowner does not cooperate before they even 
have the certificate to start the project.

• FERC, the federal agency that ultimately makes the decision regarding any pipeline project, 
receives it's funding from the industry that it regulates. Therefore, it has continued to rubber 
stamp all pipeline projects.

• National Fuel had made a motion to challenge New York State's authority to compel compliance 
with state water quality requirements. National Fuel apparently was not happy with the facts as 
presented by the DEC and is trying to use its power to ignore safety requirements  (see FERC 
document 20161019-5063)

There are too many risks to our wetlands and streams posed by the construction and operation of this 
pipeline. There are no benefits to the citizens of New York. Stop the Northern Access 2016 pipeline 
project. Deny the DEC 401 water quality permit.

Sincerely,


