
Governor Andrew Cuomo
NYS Capital Building
Albany NY 12224

Re: National Fuel Gas-Northern Access 2016 
FERC - Docket # CP15-115
Request: Stop the section 401 Water Quality Permit

Dear Governor Cuomo,

I ask that you do everything in your power to stop National Fuel’s proposed Northern 
Access 2016 Project including all the related infrastructure that is strongly opposed by 
Western NY communities.

This pipeline project is meant to export gas to Canada from the fracking fields in 
Pennsylvania. New York will not benefit. National Fuel will profit while Western NY 
residents will suffer the consequences including eminent domain proceedings against 
landowners who do not want a pipeline running through their property. In fact, at the 
same time National Fuel is proposing to spend $455 million to build the Northern Access 
2016 Pipeline, they are requesting a rate hike for New York consumers. Any jobs related 
to this project will be short term construction jobs. No permanent positions will be 
created, but permanent damage to our water, our air, our wildlife, and the health of our 
families will occur.

National Fuel has also displayed in the past days, complete irresponsibility with 
maintaining their existing pipelines. On November 30th 2016, hunters discovered and 
reported four leaks bubbling up in water along a National Fuel pipeline in Bryce Hill 
State Forest in Franklinville, NY. They posted a video of the leak on YouTube. National 
Fuel responded to phone calls and in the media saying that they knew about this leak 
for over a year and did not consider it a priority because it was in a rural area. They 
finally fixed the leak to stop phone calls, not because they felt it was the responsible 
thing to do. The 97 miles of pipeline included in the Northern Access 2016 proposal 
would go straight through RURAL Western NY including the Town of Franklinville. 
Please require this irresponsible company to fix the leaks they have and PLEASE do 
not allow them to build another pipeline that would endanger 180 streams and 270 
wetlands. While National Fuel has shown complete disregard, we value our farms, rural 
and natural areas and precious water supplies.

Natural gas is not the answer to a clean energy future. By creating more pipelines, we 
are only prolonging the time it will take to stop the use of fossil fuels and convert to 
renewable energy sources. We don't have that extra time. Climate change is only going 
to get worse and more difficult to control the more we delay. For the survival of life on 
this planet as we know it, we need to act now. Stop the Northern Access 2016 Project. 
There are no benefits for the citizens of New York. 

Kind Regards,


