
Feel free to use the sample letter but please be sure to add your own comments about why this 
matters to you. It is also a good idea to change up the wording a bit to so that everyone’s letter 
counts. Copy and paste then edit to make it your own is suggested.

Sample letter:

Regarding proposed changes to Clean Water Act EPA-HQ-OW-2019-0405

I am writing today in opposition to the EPA’s proposed changes to weaken the 401 Water Quality 
Certification program.

Under the 401 Program, individual states are currently empowered to decide whether to support or 
oppose projects based on water quality impacts. By weakening this program, the EPA is putting the 
health of our drinking water and communities at risk by making it easier for polluters to discharge into 
our waterways.

Ensure that we continue to have access to clean, safe drinking water and healthy ecosystems in the 
face of dirty and dangerous proposals from the fossil fuel industry and do not proceed with these 
changes. Protect our waters for current and future generations.

Sincerely,

Some suggestions for added comments:

Request that the comment period be extended and more hearings be held across the country. There 
has only been one hearing on this crucial matter, in Salt Lake City.

The 401 has protected 192 streams here in Western NY from the Northern Access Pipeline. These 
State rights to protect need to be strengthened not weakened. Our health, clean water and the life in 
our streams matter more than fossil fuel industry profit.

Protecting our precious water matters more than corporate profit and pipelines. With a climate crisis 
upon us, we need to protect our fresh water supplies and stop building fracked gas pipelines and 
infrastructure.

These changes would undermine the decades of progress and hundreds of millions of dollars of 
public and private investment in the Buffalo and Niagara Rivers.

These changes would:

• Make it easier for polluters to discharge into our waterways

• Allow projects such as the Northern Access Pipeline to trench through our waterways without NYS 
oversight or regard for water quality impacts, endangering trout and rare species such as the 
Hellbender Salamander for corporate profit

• Put our clean drinking water at risk

• Take away NY State’s right to regulate and protect hundreds of waterways including
• …the Niagara River, Cattaraugus Creek, the Buffalo River, Allegheny River, Ishua Creek… 

(Name your favorite waterway and why you want it protected


