
7/28/20, 10:18 AMAnother Voice: Renewable energy brings blue skies, economic growth | Opinion | buffalonews.com

Page 1 of 7https://buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice-renewable-energy-bri…economic-growth/article_0b5d9200-d048-11ea-91a0-6b83d348d48a.html

https://buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice-renewable-energy-brings-blue-skies-economic-
growth/article_0b5d9200-d048-11ea-91a0-6b83d348d48a.html

Another Voice: Renewable
energy brings blue skies,

economic growth
Another Voice
Jul 27, 2020

!!

Most Experts Agree
Universities, regulatory bodies, and medical professionals have
repeatedly reviewed and assessed glyphosate, the active
ingredient in many Roundup® brand products. 

Click here to
learn more

! 1 of 27"||# HDNOW PLAYING
Don't Miss! - 7/28 Preview

NEXT Don't Miss! - 7/28

B y Bob Ciesielski

During the Covid-19 “pause,” we
enjoyed blue skies without haze and
breathed refreshing air, a rare
experience in the city. How are we able
to maintain this wonderful air quality
while rebuilding our economy?
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The development of renewable energy
– solar, wind and small hydropower –
is essential to the clean skies and also
to counter climate change on a
permanent basis.

The electrification of our power grid,
transportation and manufacturing
systems, as well as heating and cooling
systems, can reduce fossil fuel
emissions and resulting global
warming.

Not only must we reduce carbon
dioxide emissions, but also methane
emissions, which are 86 times more
potent a greenhouse gas than carbon
dioxide in the first 20 years of their
release into the atmosphere.

New York State has recently adopted a
plan to increase renewable energy
development to provide 70% of our
electric power source by 2030. Not
only will this clean energy reduce
climate change, but also produce many
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new jobs which are needed for an
economic recovery after the present
health emergency.

This is not a dream. In 2016, there
were 260,000 U.S. jobs in the solar
industry. Solar workers constituted
43% of all energy workers, and there
were more solar jobs than those in the
gas, oil and coal industries combined. 

In the first four and a half months of
2020, America’s fleet of wind turbines,
solar panels and hydroelectric dams
produced more electricity than coal on
90 separate days – shattering last
year’s record of 38 days.

The financial and job benefits of
renewable energy development are
numerous. Workers in the state are
fully supportive of new wind and solar
power facilities. Supplemental income
to farmers who lease their land to wind



7/28/20, 10:18 AMAnother Voice: Renewable energy brings blue skies, economic growth | Opinion | buffalonews.com

Page 4 of 7https://buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice-renewable-energy-bri…economic-growth/article_0b5d9200-d048-11ea-91a0-6b83d348d48a.html

and solar companies often enables
them to afford to keep their land, thus
enhancing agriculture.

Renewable energy also brings millions
of dollars in taxes to towns,
municipalities and school districts, and
keeps our dollars local.

New York laws call for an increase in
benefits to communities that host
renewable energy projects. These
sources of clean energy can also
promote greater economic equality
because New York requires a portion of
renewable delivery to benefit low-
income communities.

Coupled with increased energy
efficiency goals adopted in New York,
we will be able to reach our goal of an
85% reduction of greenhouse gases,
below 1990 levels, by the year 2050.
Renewable energy systems will be a
significant means of making our planet
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more livable and economically
sustainable, and keep the air fresh and
the sky blue.

Bob Ciesielski is energy committee
chairman of the Sierra Club, Atlantic
Chapter.
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Hurley is doing the difficult but necessary work of
shaping the institution of the future, writes The News'
Editorial Board.
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"Affected areas encompass Philosophy, History,
English, and essential liberal arts disciplines. These
are cornerstones of the Canisius mission, and its
social justice teachings."
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It was enough to break your heart. And to make you
furious. What does it take for Americans to realize
that wearing masks saves lives?
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With their own eyes, Americans are seeing disturbing
evidence of the politicization of justice and law
enforcement, writes The News' Editorial Board.
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"From the onset of summer until the finals of the
citywide playoffs in August, the diamonds at Caz were
frenetic with the excitement and the disappointment
that are equal parts of the adventure of competition,"
writes Steven T. Banko III.
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Even 22 years ago, long before the accolades and
plaudits that followed John Lewis’ death last week,
the reporter for the Politics Column knew he was
sitting down with someone special.
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