7/2/2021

Letter: Biden’s emissions goal merits more mainstream media notice | Letters | buffalonews.com

https://buﬀalonews.com/opinion/letters/letter-biden-s-emissions-goal-merits-more-mainstream-medianotice/article_421f6202-ba60-11eb-a1a4-4f75890953b7.html

May 26, 2021

O

n Earth Day, President Biden stated that our country would reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 50% (compared to a 2005 baseline) by 2030. This

commitment at the recent Leaders Summit on Climate was big news for climate
scientists, but it seems not for our nation’s press.
A recent article in the Yale Climate Connections noted that only 25% of over 400
newspapers covered this with a front-page story, and most of the nation’s newspaper
editorial staffs were silent on the major U.S. commitment. The Buffalo News editorial
board’s April 21 “On Earth Day, a global warning” was one of only a handful that noted
the 50 by 30 pledge.
The Earth Day editorial pointed out that Buffalo Niagara may become a climate refuge
for large sections of the country. But, rising temperatures and changing precipitation
patterns will affect every section of the country, including Western New York. I’m not
saying the locals will need to trade their snow skis for jet skis any time soon but
Buffalo’s days of never having a 100-degree day are numbered.
The editorial staff also correctly pointed out that costs of slowing climate change will
only increase the longer we wait to start paying them. Even if we stopped adding
carbon dioxide emissions today to the atmosphere, the man-made additions from
burning fossil fuels will still be affecting the climate for at least two hundred years.
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That is why Biden is acting to move the United States past the last four years of climate
change denial. His May 18th trip to a Ford plant in Dearborn, Mich., to highlight his
electric vehicle proposal is just one example that there are good paying jobs being
created as we transition to a zero-emission energy economy.
John Szalasny
Williamsville

https://buffalonews.com/opinion/letters/letter-biden-s-emissions-goal-merits-more-mainstream-media-notice/article_421f6202-ba60-11eb-a1a4-4f75890953b7.html?u…

2/2

