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South Ripley Solar and the Atlantic Chapter’s
Large Scale Renewable (LSR) Review Process
By Ellen Banks

The Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter has announced
its first endorsement of a large-scale wind power
project: South Ripley Solar, a 270 Megawatt (MW)
photovoltaic and 30 MW battery storage facility
proposed by ConnectGen in Chautauqua County
near the Pennsylvania border. The project would
generate enough electricity to power 44,000 homes.
The project is under review by the new Office of
Renewable Energy Siting (ORES), established under the 2019 Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act.
As most Sierra Club members know, large-scale
solar and wind are essential components of the transition to renewable energy in order to meet New
York State’s climate goals. In 2019, chapter volunteers and Sierra Club National Beyond Coal Campaign NY, led by organizing representative David
Alicea, developed an evidence-based assessment
procedure for wind and solar projects greater than
25 MW. While National Sierra Club policy supports
“responsibly sited” large-scale renewables (LSR),
there was not a clear definition of “responsibly sited.” The LSR Assessment team arrived at an assessment procedure that was approved by the Atlantic
Chapter Executive Committee. The Atlantic Chap-

ter’s LSR assessment process is the first among SC
chapters nationally to develop an assessment procedure, and may serve as a model for other state
chapters to evaluate clean energy projects.
The process starts with one of the ten regional
groups taking the lead in reviewing projects in
their areas, which may include reviewing ORES
applications, visiting project sites, attending
community meetings, and reaching out to municipal elected officials. South Ripley was evaluated
by two Niagara Group volunteers who toured the
Continued on back page

“SC Niagara Group
Environmental
Series” for General
Membership
Attendance
By Bob Ciesielski

The Niagara Group has been sponsoring monthly
Zoom meetings for its general membership and our
“Writers Group” for a number of years with great
success. We would like to reannounce the “SC Niagara
Group Environmental Series” which will be held on
the second or third Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm
on a periodic basis as publicized. Announcements of
the meetings will be sent to Niagara Group members
who have supplied their email addresses to the Sierra
Club. The announcements mention the speaker, topic
and have a link to register for the meeting online. The
actual invitations to the meeting are then emailed out
to registered members just before the meeting.
We generally attempt to address pertinent
environmental problems, as well as rising critical
issues. This permits our members and writers to
take timely action on important initiatives. For
instance, in 2021, Margaret Wooster spoke on the
Outer Harbor, Dr. Richard Perez discussed Large
Continued on back page
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A Major Player in Meeting NY’s Climate Goals: Building Electrification
By Diana Strablow

As evidence of the unfolding climate crisis
mounts, so does frustration over the lack of commensurate action by our federal government. Foot
dragging and roadblocks in Washington, DC make
NY State actions even more significant appearing as
a bright beacon taking the lead on real climate action.
In 2019, NY passed the Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act (CLCPA), establishing
serious mandates of 70 percent renewable energy by
2030, 40 percent GHG emissions reductions by 2030
and 85 percent reductions by 2050.
Since then, planning has been underway and we
are ready to move toward implementation of accomplishing those mandates. One place to look that will
have a major impact is our homes and buildings.
In 2020, our years long fracking moratorium
was made into law. Yet, most of our homes are still
heated with fracked gas brought in from other states.
This gas is composed of methane which is 86 times
more potent as a heat trapping gas than CO2. The
fossil fuels used in our homes and buildings for
heating, cooking and hot water contribute more than
a third of the state’s GHG emissions and account
for nearly two-thirds of the natural gas consumed in
NY. Tackling this sector will be a major step toward
solution and will create skilled, good paying jobs in
the process.
Renewable Heat Now (RHN) is a campaign organized by an impressive array of groups, including
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter, that has taken on accelerating the adoption of energy efficient electric heat
pumps, both air and ground sourced (geothermal),

for heating and cooling our homes and buildings.
Zero emission homes would rely on energy efficient
appliances such as induction stoves and electric
clothes dryers. Not only will this drastically reduce
GHG emissions, but it will make the air we breathe
in our homes, schools and workplaces healthier.
This transition to energy efficient electric based
homes must be done in an equitable way that is affordable for all. With this in mind, RHN has done
extensive study and collaboration to put together a package of proposals and legislation to advocate for in the current 2022 legislative session. We
were thrilled to hear Gov. Kathy Hochul in her recent State of the State Address, adopt our call for 2
million all electric homes by 2030 with dedicated
funding for low-income families. Our new governor
is also planning for training programs necessary to

ensure that New York has a skilled workforce to deliver these services.
Now we turn to our NY State Legislature for
passage of the RHN package which contains proposals designed, like pieces of a puzzle fitting together,
to accomplish our goal of electrifying NY’s homes
and buildings. The easiest place to start is with new
buildings then move on to phasing out fossil fuel
furnaces and appliances as replacement is needed.
The All-Electric Buildings Act, would require that
all new buildings in NY are fossil free beginning in
2024. Other bills would phase out subsidies for gas
hookups and provide tax credits and incentives for
heat pumps. A key piece of legislation will upgrade
building codes and appliance efficiency standards,
reducing energy use while saving New Yorkers billions of dollars in utility costs.
As we work and advocate for clean safe zero-emissions homes and buildings that help us mitigate the worst impacts of climate change, some opposing and well-financed forces will be lobbying and
advertising hard to keep us tied to fracked gas. Let’s
keep ourselves informed and let our representatives
know we’re ready to kick the fracked gas habit! We
are ready for a sustainable future!
We can do this NY! Coupled with major increases in our wind and solar and storage capacity
we can finally kick fracked gas out of our systems
for a cleaner, healthier brighter future. To learn more,
check out renewableheatnow.org and niagarasierraclub.org, or email us at niagarasierra@gmail.com to
be part of the effort.
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Time to Update the Bottle Bill for the 21st Century
By John Szalasny

The Governor’s Executive Budget proposal
comes out every January, and the former Governor
made it a multi-day event to discuss its details. Well
beyond dollars and cents, the budget proposal includes many non-financial legislative proposals that
would be difficult to pass as stand-alone bills. Examples of these additions to the Governor’s Executive Budget included the Bag Waste Reduction Law
(which gave us our plastic bag ban two years ago) and
the Expanded Polystyrene Foam Food Container and
Polystyrene Loose Fill Packaging Ban (which went
into effect on January 1st). Both were included to assist local community waste and recycling programs
as these items are not curbside recyclable. Removing these items also helps to reduce litter and protect
waterways and wildlife from plastic pollution.
Imagine how much more litter there would be
without the New York State Returnable Container
Act (the “Bottle Bill”). Since its inception in 1982,
studies by the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation have shown that the Bottle Bill has reduced roadside litter by 70% and helped to recycle
5.5 billion plastic, glass and aluminum containers
at no cost to local governments. But, except for
the addition of water bottles in 2009, the Bottle Bill
has not changed with the times and it is time for an
upgrade.
Such an upgrade was done in 2017 in Oregon.
The deposits on containers were raised from 5¢ to
10¢ and the redemption rate went from 69.9% for
metal and 54.6% for plastic in 2016 to 89.6% for
metal and 83.5% for plastic in 2019. The bill also
expanded the types of beverages included for deposits. Connecticut mirrored many of these changes in
a bill they passed earlier this year and will go into
effect starting in 2023.
A coalition of groups, led by the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), has called on
Governor Kathy Hochul to include a “Bigger, Better
Bottle Bill” as part of her 2022-23 Executive Budget.
The NYPIRG proposal would add deposits to more
beverage types including non-carbonated drinks like
sports drinks and teas. It would also include deposits
on wine, hard cider and spirits. The deposit would
increase to 10¢ as it has been shown that higher deposits equate to higher returns.
For those who want to see recycling work in
New York, expansion of the Bottle Bill will increase
the amount of aluminum, plastic and glass that is recycled into a circular economy. The collected materials are ideal for being turned into new product as
the materials are sorted as they are collected, creating a clean product stream that cannot be matched by
curbside recycling programs. Additionally, includ-
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Member Center,

My Account

myaccount.sierraclub.org/MyAccountLogin

My Account is a platform where you
can make changes to or update your
physical address, change email preferences, view your past giving donations,
view current and past issues of Sierra,
sign petitions, and more! First time users will need to create an account with
your member ID or simply tell us who
you are, by providing your name, email
address and zip code.

ing wines and spirits to the Bottle Bill will remove
their glass bottles, which tend to break and contaminate the items in a single stream recycling program.
The Sierra Club has long supported Bottle Bills
and is a supporter of the Break Free From Plastic
Pollution Act, which includes a National Bottle Bill.
Our Atlantic Chapter is part of the coalition that
signed on to the request to have the “Bigger Better

Bottle Bill” included in the state budget. As Roger
Downs, the Atlantic Chapter’s Conservation Director points out about the Bottle Bill. “It’s time for
the legislature and Governor Hochul to make this
landmark recycling law effective again – by funding more zero waste programs and comprehensively covering all beverage containers with right-sized
redemption fees.”

“South Ripley Solar” continued from front page

reviewed by a working group composed of chapter
leaders and national staff.
South Ripley Solar has earned Atlantic Chapter
endorsement with high marks in each evaluation area.

project area and reviewed applications and other
evidence.
Topics included in the LSR review process are:
1) Impact on forested land, wetlands and riparian
(river and stream) areas, wildlife, and food production and workers; 2) Community benefits, tax base,
local labor agreements, community engagement and
listening, and wider community benefits. Each topic
is given a score; total points determine whether endorsement is recommended with the proviso that a
very deficient score on one area could lead to non-endorsement. The review committee’s findings are then

“Environmental Series” continued from front page

Scale Solar Installations, three speakers addressed
the cryptocurrency dilemma and its massive waste
of energy, and speakers from New Yorkers for Clean
Power discussed the electrification of our power system.
In January 2022, Roger Downs, Conservation Director
of the Atlantic Chapter, discussed the New York State
budget and the legislative and regulatory issues in New
York State for 2022. It was a very informative and
interesting presentation that took a critical look at how
our state governmental officials are making decisions
that will affect our state and local region.

See more
stories like
this at
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Please remember that these meetings are open
to our entire membership in order to provide current
information on environmental issues with relevant
expert speakers. We hope that more information will
empower our membership, increasing your activism
by writing editorial newspaper articles or letters to
our regional politicians, or using this information
to inform your votes. If you wish to participate in
these Zoom meetings, please supply your email to
the Sierra Club (NiagaraSierra@gmail.com) and we
will be sure to send you an announcement of each
meeting. We appreciate your support!

